Fens Waterways Link

The Fens Waterways Link promises to be one of the most significant waterway developments in recent
years. It will connect the cathedral cities of Lincoln, Peterborough and Ely and open up 240km of
waterway; 80km of new waterway and increased access to 160km.

In association with other waterway regeneration schemes, the Link will create a new circular
waterway for recreation, tourism and the environment. The new waterway will be sympathetic to the
character and history of the Fens and intricately link with its water environment and promote a better
quality of life.

Vessel Registration

All vessels kept, used or let for hire on the river must be registered with The Environment Agency
or on a Canal and River Trust (CRT) Gold Licence. (A CRT standard river and canal licence does
not cover you on our waterways). If applicable your vessel will also need a valid Boat Safety
Scheme Certificate and insurance along with the appropriate registration charge.

If you are a member of the Canoe England or British Rowing, you may find that your membership
provides you with automatic registration.

Navigation Closures & Restrictions

Closures and restrictions are advertised locally and can also be found on our webpages on
www.gov.uk. Every endeavour is made to keep this information up to date, however, there may be
times when sites have to be closed or restricted in emergencies.

Boat Watch

The Boat Watch scheme helps to tackle boat related crime and anti-social activities by collating
and sharing intelligence across police forces.

River Advice for Boaters

In times of high flow and during floods, some locks on the river are ‘reversed’. An operation which
closes the affected locks to navigation. We advise boat users that the locks are ‘reversed” and we
strongly advise against attempting to navigate. When Strong Stream Advice is in force, signs and
warning lights along the length of the river are activated. A number of boat clubs and marinas also
display red flags to warn river users Strong Stream Advice has been issued.

To register for strong stream advice please go to gov.uk
Reversed locks: The following locks can be reversed on the River Great Ouse: Bedford,

Cardington, Eaton Socon, Offord, Brampton, Godmanchester, Hemingford, St lves, Brownshill,
Bottisham, Brandon and Isleham.

Walking and Cycling

The Ouse Valley Way is a long distance footpath that consists of a 150 mile route that has been
splitinto 20 shorter walks, which are between 4 and 13 miles long. The River Great Ouse flows
from its source near Brackley to the sea at King's Lynn, running through Buckinghamshire,
Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Norfolk. Work is in progress on the Quse Valley Way to open a
network of footpaths along this magnificent river from 'source to sea’ - making this route one of
the longest river valley walks in Britain. Further information can be found on the Long Distance
Walkers Association website www.ldwa.org.uk

There are also further walks within the Great Ouse River corridor. The Black Fen Waterway Trail,
which explores the countryside and waterways in the southern and eastern Fens, runs through
Downham Market, Littleport and Ely on the river. The Fens Rivers Way is a walk of about 50 miles
along the Great Ouse and Cam between King's Lynn and Cambridge. The section between Ely and
Cambridge is circular, with the route following both sides of the river. There is no consistent
towpath along the Great Ouse.

Many opportunities also exist for cycling along the River Great Ouse valley, parts of which
connect with the National Cycle Network. More information can be found from SUSTRANS see:
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This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf
of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office © Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes
Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Environment Agency, 100026380, 2007.
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